
  

 
 

  1 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

Commonwealth Funding Extension Supports Deafness Forum 

Australia's National Advocacy Role 

Deafness Forum Australia (DFA) today confirms its Commonwealth Health Peak funding has 

been extended under the Australian Government's Health Peak and Advisory Bodies Program. 

The Health Peak and Advisory Bodies Program is a highly competitive initiative that supports 

selected national peak and advisory bodies to contribute to health policy development, 

consultation, sector education and the provision of evidence-based advice to government. 

The funding recognises DFA's role as Australia's national consumer peak body in hearing health 

and supports its ongoing work in consumer representation, national advocacy, stakeholder 

engagement and system-level reform. 

DFA Chief Executive Officer Rhonda Locke said the funding extension provides important 

continuity for the organisation's work to ensure the voices of Australians affected by hearing 

loss, deafness and related hearing conditions are represented in national policy and decision-

making. 

"Deafness Forum Australia plays a critical role in bringing consumer perspectives to the table 

and ensuring the experiences of people who are deaf, hard of hearing or living with hearing-

related conditions help shape Australia's health policies, programs and services," Ms Locke said. 

"This continued investment enables us to strengthen our advocacy, contribute to national 

consultations and work collaboratively with governments, researchers, health professionals and 

community organisations to improve hearing health outcomes for Australians." 

The Health Peak and Advisory Bodies Program supports organisations that provide national 

leadership, expert advice and sector engagement across a range of health priorities. 

As Australia's national consumer peak body in hearing health, DFA will continue to advocate for 

accessible, inclusive and evidence-based policies and services while championing the needs and 

priorities of consumers across the hearing health sector. 
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MEDIA CONTACT 

Ruth Bailey 

+61 404 094 180 
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