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MEDIA RELEASE 

Deafness Forum Australia Welcomes Accessibility and Advocacy Commitments 

in Federal Budget, While Warning Older Australians Continue to Miss Out 

Deafness Forum Australia (DFA) has welcomed key investments in disability advocacy, 

accessibility and Auslan communication access in the 2026–27 Federal Budget, while warning 

that many older Australians living with hearing loss continue to fall through the gaps of existing 

support systems. 

The Budget arrives as Australia shifts from one in six to one in five Australians now living with 

D/deafness, hard of hearing, or associated hearing conditions. 

DFA CEO Rhonda Locke said the Budget contained several positive measures aligned with the 

organisation’s long-standing advocacy priorities, particularly around communication access, 

inclusion and community participation. 

“We welcome the Government’s continued investment in disability advocacy and community 

engagement at a time of significant reform across the disability sector,” Ms Locke said. 

“The expansion of Auslan video relay services, alongside broader accessibility funding, 

represents meaningful progress toward improving communication access and participation for 

Australians who are Deaf or hard of hearing.” 

Among the measures welcomed by DFA are: 

• Continued funding for Disability Representative Organisations and disability community     

engagement 

• $15 million over three years to expand Auslan video relay services 

• Accessibility funding designed to improve inclusive infrastructure and community 

participation 

• Broader foundational disability supports outside the NDIS. 

At the same time, DFA said the Budget continues to expose the growing pressure facing older 

Australians with hearing loss, particularly low-income seniors who remain excluded from many 

funded support pathways. 



  

 
 

  2 

 

“Hearing loss is one of the most significant and under-recognised issues affecting older 

Australians,” Ms Locke said. 

“As our population ages, more people are at risk of social isolation, communication barriers and 

declining wellbeing because hearing support remains financially out of reach for too many 

Australians over 65.” 

DFA noted that projected spending on hearing services sits slightly below actual spending from 

the previous financial year, despite increasing national demand. 

Ms Locke said the Budget reinforced the need for hearing health to remain part of broader 

national conversations around health, ageing, disability and participation. 

“When one in five Australians are now living with hearing-related conditions, hearing health 

can no longer sit on the sidelines of major policy reform,” she said. 

“DFA will continue advocating to ensure Australians who are D/deaf, hard of hearing, or living 

with hearing conditions are recognised within the systems and policies shaping Australia’s 

future.” 
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