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MEDIA RELEASE

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT REVEALS INEQUITY IN DEAF
EDUCATION

The Consortium for Outcomes in Deaf Education (CODE) has released its second
annual report providing insights on deaf education access across Australia.

Deafness Forum Australia Chair Rae Walker said that unfortunately it reveals
that less than half of Australia’s deaf students are captured in national
datasets leaving significant gaps in both Auslan interpreter support and
specialist teacher workforce planning.

“This latest CODE report demonstrates its value as a vital national tool for
educational equity and workforce planning.” Ms Walker said.

“These findings provide compelling evidence of the urgent need to address
workforce shortfalls across education systems,” she said.

“They will inform government policy reform and workforce strategies to ensure that
deaf and hard of hearing children have equitable access to specialist Teachers of the
Deaf, certified Auslan interpreters, and Deaf mentors.”

“While it was disappointing that we didn’t have more respondents, we are hoping for
a greater response to the latest survey we're sending out.”

Despite the patchy response, Ms Walker said the report was helping to create a
more equitable access to education across Australia.

“Equity in education begins with reliable data, and this report will help level the
playing field.”

Chair of The National Association of Australian Teachers of the Deaf (NAATD),
Bronwyn Green said she welcomed the latest CODE Report as a critical resource for
advancing equity in education for deaf and hard of hearing children.

“‘Reliable and comprehensive data is essential to understanding the educational
needs of these students and ensuring that appropriate resources, including access
to specialist Teachers of the Deaf, are allocated effectively,” Ms Green said.

“This report highlights the urgent need for consistent national reporting and
workforce planning to address gaps in specialist teacher availability and Auslan
interpreter support,” she said.

“‘NAATD remains committed to advocating for policies and practices that uphold the
dignity, inclusion, and success of deaf children and young people across Australia.
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We call on all stakeholders to work collaboratively to ensure that no child is left
behind in their educational journey.”

Parent groups who were involved said they were happy the spotlight was being
shone on the inequity in the education landscape.

A spokesperson for organisations, Aussie Deaf Kids, UsherKids Australia and the
Australian Childhood Deafness Consumer and Advocacy Group, said the report was
an essential tool for families, educators, clinicians, and policymakers.

“For parents, access to accurate and comprehensive national data is critical.”

“It allows us to better understand the supports available to our children, to advocate
for equity in education, and to monitor progress across states and territories.
“When reporting is consistent and complete, it strengthens our collective ability to
identify gaps, track emerging trends, and work together to ensure that every child
who is deaf, hard of hearing, or living with additional sensory needs can thrive in
their education.”

“We strongly encourage all jurisdictions to commit to full and ongoing reporting so
that no child’s experience is invisible, and so families and support organisations can
continue to advocate with clarity, confidence, and evidence.”

The CODE report 2024 can be read here.

About the Consortium for Research into Deaf Education (CODE)

Inspired by the work of the Consortium for Research into Deaf Education (CRIDE)
formed in the United Kingdom, in 2023, the Australian-based Consortium for
Outcomes in Deaf Education (CODE) was created.

CODE was created to gather data on the number of deaf children and young people
receiving educational services in Australia, and the nature of that service provision.

Like the work of CRIDE in the United Kingdom, the intention is for the CODE yearly
survey to inform policy makers, academics and other interested individuals to help
improve deaf education in Australia.

The work of CODE is facilitated by the collaboration of various groups with an
interest in deaf education including Aussie Deaf Kids, Deaf Australia, Deafness
Forum Australia, and the National Association of Australian Teachers of the Deaf.

This report marks the second CODE publication. For the purposes of this report, the
term ‘deaf children and young people’ refers to school-aged individuals with
permanent or conductive hearing loss.

This includes those who identify as culturally Deaf and use Australian Sign
Language (Auslan).


https://www.deafnessforum.org.au/code-report/
https://www.aussiedeafkids.org.au/
https://deafaustralia.org.au/
https://www.deafnessforum.org.au/
https://www.deafnessforum.org.au/
https://naatd.com.au/
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Media enquiries: Deafness Forum Australia hello@deafnessforum.org.au
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