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CHANGES TO AUDIOLOGY REGULATION, A WIN FOR
HEARING HEALTH CONSUMERS

National Hearing Health Peak body, Deafness Forum Australia has called the National
Health Ministers’ decision to bring the Audiology Profession under the National
Regulatory Authority Scheme a historic milestone for Australian hearing health.

After many years of lobbying, Deafness Forum Australia Chair, Rae Walker said the long-
awaited decision would pave the way for audiology to be regulated under Australian Health
Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA).

“As the national voice for hearing health consumers, Deafness Forum Australia welcomes
this decision as a win for Australians with hearing loss,” Ms Walker said.

“Audiologists provide crucial health services and frequently serve vulnerable populations,
including infants, young children, and older adults, often with life-changing benefits to their
patients,” she said.

“Aligning audiology services with the governance, complaints, and disciplinary structures
already applied to allied health professions such as optometry, physiotherapy, and
occupational therapy, will only benefit those requiring hearing health services.”

“Making audiologists subject to independent oversight will provide greater public trust and
increased consumer confidence when seeking audiology services.”

Dr Dayse Tavora-Vieira, Audiologist at Fiona Stanley Freemantle Hospitals Group, Royal
Perth Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Adjunct Associate Professor at the
University of Western Australia and Associate Professor at Curtin University, said the
announcement was a landmark decision for audiology as a profession.

“It marks the formal recognition of audiology’s vital role in healthcare,” Dr Tavora-Vieira said.

“AHPRA registration not only protects the public by ensuring practitioners are properly
qualified, competent and accountable, but also fosters greater trust in the delivery of hearing
health services,” she said.

Deafness Forum Australia Chair Rae Walker said that the implementation process and
timing for the regulation to take place was still to be determined.

“While we are yet to see the details of how this regulation will be implemented and managed
across all providers of hearing health, we are grateful to Queensland Health for leading the
consultation process, and State and Territory Health Ministers for listening to the concerns of
our members and their families in making this important decision.

“Deafness Forum Australia was pleased to be involved across the consultation process,
providing a valuable consumer perspective.

“We represent the one-in-six Australians with hearing loss, and their concerns and safety
remain our number one priority.
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“We look forward to working with the audiology profession, government, and AHPRA in
implementing these reforms to ensure a smooth and timely transition to the new regulatory
framework.”
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